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ity as a leader and he feels his responsibility of setting

an example for those beneath him.

To the Senior, the day of parting marks the begin-

ning of a new stage in his relations to his Alma Mater.
On this day he comes forth with all the glory of the
moth from the cocoon, a finished product in all its per-

fection. He now belongs to the order of the Alumni,
those who have received the full benefit of their Alma
Mater, and who are charged with the duty of acting as

emissaries and reflectors of her glory wherever they
may, by fate, be thrown. It is the Senior, and the Senior

only, who can fully and completely realize all that Villa-

nova means to him, can appreciate all that it has done
for him, and he can be entirely aware of his great obli-

gation to her.

Therefore when this day of parting, commencement
day, does arrive, let us each take leave with nothing but
kindly thoughts towards our Alma Mater and those

connected with her. Let us forget her faults as we for-

get our own, but let us inscribe in our hearts her virtues

with sentiments of love and memory.

T. R. S.
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The third factor in the inseparable trinity that goes

to make up college spirit is progress. Without progres-

sion as its aim any movement will fail. There should be

a definite trend to better things in every worth-while

movement. Every college intends to progress .... they

are all alike in that respect. But it is in the idea as to

what constitutes progress that the difference comes.

Some colleges consider that a large student body shows

progress. Beautiful buildings and a shady campus rep-

resent progress to other institutions. Villanova wants

to advance but progress to her means something more

than a new group of buildings or a bower of shade trees

upon the campus. Her idea is not to have the largest

college in the world but to have an institution equipped

to carry on the work which she has been doing since 1842.

This work is to train youth for life. Not in the mer-

cenary sense of equipping them with technical knowledge

that will enable them to accumulate a fortune but in the

sense that they leave Villanova with a little better un-

derstanding of the finer things in life.

Villanova cannot attain this ideal without the co-

operation of her students. They can defeat every en-

deavor made by the college or they can render her task

much easier. It is not meant that Villanova men should

attempt to be plaster saints, nor is it intended that they

should carry vest pocket editions of the classics with

them at all times. The litany of saints will not be

greatly swelled by recruits from the student body of

Villanova and Dante need not fear for his olive wreath.

But it is meant that they should strive to catch a glimpse,

however fleeting, of the Villanova ideal.

Soiled linen should be washed in the privacy of the

laundry, but if it cannot be cleaned there it is better

that it be brought out on the porch and be given a good

scrubbing. The neighbors may gossip, but the clothes

will be clean.

There are several things that are done by Villanova

men that are defeating the spirit of progress and the

chief offense is playing Politics. When indulged in with

the proper spirit Politics is a sporting game but the best

game in the world will decay if the rules are corrupted.

Nothing more need be said here but several of the local

em.bryo ''bosses" should realize that the game and not

the victory is the main thing.

The world laughs when the man is hit with the

custard pie, which only tends to prove that the essence

of humour is cruelty. A deluge of water from the upper

floors upon some unfortunate provides great amusement

for a group gathered safely under the trees, but if one

of the group is ducked, the story loses its flavor. Leaving

aside any economic reason for the discontinuance of the

''shower bath," let us look at the thing from another

angle. We are supposed to be college men, not children.

Such diversions as water dumping and potato throwing

properly belong to the realm of the grade school and
have no place in a college. Grow up and realize that you
are a student of Villanova and that the little red school

house is a memory along with the first pair of skates.

Actions like these would lead the beholder to believe

that the perpetrators spent most of their spare time

playing soldiers and listening to bedtime stories.

It is unfortunate that incidents such as these should

have to be dealt with in a college magazine. Sensible

opinion in the student body is against them but indi-

vidual remonstrance seems to have little or no effect.

Students who indulge in these playful little pranks are

against the best interests of the college. They are de-

feating the purpose of the college and are retrogressing

instead of advancing. They are not the type of men
that Villanova produces and they are a thorn in the

side of the college, Villanova is working for an ideal.

Do not be an obstacle in her path but try to help her

realize her aim. Villanova 's ideal is not to graduate

money-grubbers but to have it said, when an intelligent,

respected, upright person is spoken of, "He is a Villa-

nova man.'

K. C. '26.


